SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 1st March 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs G G N White (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Gale, C Osborne, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and J Welbourn. 
Together with Central Bedfordshire Councillors T Turner and C Maudlin, Mr P Lawrence, Chairman of the Bedfordshire Quality Council Accreditation Panel, PC L Prutton and 3 members of the public.
Prior to the meeting Mr Lawrence presented the Mayor with the Town Council’s certificate of re-accreditation as a Quality Council.  The Mayor expressed his thanks to the Town Clerk for her work in securing re-accreditation.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Broughton and Jones.  
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (111/09)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
There were none.
(b) Personal Interests 
There were none.
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(112/09)

PC Prutton tabled the results of 24 hour speed checks completed by the police traffic management unit in Bedford Road, Sunderland Road and St Neots Road. Both Sunderland Road and Bedford Road had significant levels of infringements and would be visited twelve times a year by speed patrols, St Neots Road had a lower level and would be visited four times per year.
It was reported that the three priorities registered by the latest Community Safety Forum are: problems at the “Mushroom”, Speeding Traffic and Dog Fouling.
A question was asked with regard to the legality of parking a vehicle on a pavement inside zigzag crossing lines.  This is not illegal unless it is causing an obstruction.

The issue of quad bikes being used on the land to the east of the railway line was raised and PC Prutton said that he was aware of an increase in complaints and the police were tackling offenders they caught.
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3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy   (112/09) (Cont)

A Member asked whether the PCSO’s were travelling to Biggleswade for their lunch breaks.  PC Prutton said that he was aware that they could use the facilities at the Council Offices and that the officers should be spending 95% of their time in Sandy.  He would look into it.

4. Oral Questions from Electors

(113/09)
Two residents asked whether there was any possibility of double yellow lines being put in place around the dangerous bend in Woolfield.  They also asked about the possibility of the introduction of a residents parking scheme.
Resolved: a) That the Clerk be requested to write to Central Bedfordshire Council asking that parking restrictions be put in place around the dangerous locations in Woolfield and Brandreth Place.

b) That the problems of illegal, obstructive, inconsiderate and dangerous parking throughout the town be considered at the next meeting of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on 15th March 2010.
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council



(114/09)
There were no plans to consider.
6.  Mayoral communications  






(115/09) 
23.1.10
Attended the Mayor of Godmanchester’s Charity Choral Evening at St Mary’s Church, Godmanchester.

24.1.10
Attended the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire’s Service for the Local Community, Priory Church of St Peter, Dunstable.

25.1.10
With the Clerk, held meetings with outside business representatives considering locating in Sandy.

7.2.10
Attended the Mayor of Stevenage’s Civic Service, Bunyan Baptist Church, Stevenage.


11.2.10
Visited the Methodist Women’s Fellowship, Sandy

                 Methodist Church, St Neots Road, Sandy.
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6.  Mayoral communications  

(115/09) (Cont)

13.2.10
Attended Afternoon Tea in aid of the Mayor’s Charities with

                 The Town Mayor of Flitwick and the Flitwick Singers at the

Rufus Centre, Flitwick.

17.02.10 Held a meeting at the Council Offices with representatives 

of Sandy and District Helping Hands to discuss their plans for an Advisory Surgery in Sandy.

20.2.10 Attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s “Evening at the 

Races” at St Mary’s Social Hall, Dunstable.
23.2.10 Attended the Town Mayor of Leighton-Linslade’s Indian Charity Dinner at the Akash Restaurant, Leighton Buzzard.

24.2.10 Presented Arts Award certificates at Sandy Upper

School & Community College to participants in a dance project supported by Sandy Town Council last summer.

25.2.10
With the Deputy Mayor, attended Central Bedfordshire Council, Chicksands, to present a petition for a public swimming facility in Sandy.

DEPUTY MAYOR

30.1.10 Accompanied by Mr David Sutton, attended the Mayor of

Huntingdon’s “Last Night of the Proms” Concert at Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon.

COUNCILLOR OSBORNE
16.2.10 Attended the funeral of a former Mayor of Houghton Regis,
                 Cllr Eddie Gilchrist.
26.2.10 Attended with Mrs Diane Osborne the Mayor of 

                 Whittlesey’s Charity Dinner and Ball.

The Mayor added that the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire had visited the Town Council on 25th January.  He had presented the petition calling for swimming provision in Sandy at the Central Bedfordshire Council meeting the previous Thursday.

He also mentioned two forthcoming events – the Twinning Association’s Continental Soiree on 13th March 2010 and the Mayor’s Charity Dinner on 24th March 2010.

A presentation was made by the Mayor to Cllr Sharman to mark the Golden Anniversary of his marriage to Rosemary.
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7.  Minutes and Reports           (114/09)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meetings of Town Council held on Monday 18th January and 25th January 2010 
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.
(b) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 1st February 2010.  
Resolved: (a) That the following amendment be made:

To comments on planning application CB/10/00142/FULL should be added “there would be insufficient roadside parking for nearby residents”. 

(b) That with the amendment above, the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:
11. Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group (P76/09)

Resolved: (a)That forty 25kg bags of salt, one salt spreader and two snow shovels are purchased.

(b) The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Clerk used their emergency powers to purchase these items at a cost of £387.00, this was ratified by Council.

(c) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 15th February 2010.  

Resolved:That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
Recommendations:


7. National Pay Settlement
(S21/09)


Resolved: That the National Pay Settlement detailed in the report is ratified.
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7.  Minutes and Reports           (114/09)  (Cont)

 (d) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 22nd February 2010. 

Resolved: (a) That Cllr Pettitt’s name be deleted from the list of those present, the meeting was Chaired by Cllr Gale.

(b) That the minutes, with the amendment above, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:
9. Premises Sub-Committee

(F68/09)

Resolved: That the kitchen flooring in the Council Office should be replaced at a cost of £290 to be taken out of the contingency funds.

(e) Meeting of the Jenkin’s Pavilion Construction Management Working Group held on Monday 15th February 2010.
The minutes, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
Resolved: a) That the Working Group and the Town Clerk should be thanked for their hard work in bringing the building to completion with a small saving in the budget.
b) That the Open Spaces Working Group be asked to look at spending the saving on additional landscaping work.
(f) Meeting of the Enforcement Working Group held on Monday 15th February 2010.  

The minutes, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
Recommendations:

(a) Education – the provision of posters, newspaper publicity etc.

Resolved:  That the Town Council should organise and support a week of publicity, in conjunction with the dog warden.  This could involve working with schools, doctors’ surgeries and vets and include the provision of free dog bags.
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8. Reports from Representatives

(115/09)

Cllr Aldis reported that the Community Safety Group had attended a “Mark it” Day at Beeston.  It had recruited new members and would be going out with the speed advisory equipment.
9.  Clerk’s Report 








(116/09)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
9.1  Accounts 01.04.09 to 31.01.09
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for January 2009, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.
9.2. Grant request from Biggles FM
Resolved: That a grant of £400 be made to Biggles FM from the contingency account.
9.3. Engayne Avenue Review Meeting
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to Aragon Housing requesting that the wall at the “Mushroom” be taken down as soon as possible.
9.4 Audit Controls
Internal Audit Controls


As delegated by Audit Committee the Chairman of Audit Committee, Cllr Pettitt and the Town Clerk met to consider the Town Council’s Audit Systems and Control Mechanisms 2009/2010.  They considered the following items:
· Audit Controls

(a) Scope of the Internal Audit

Resolved: (i) That the Internal Auditor be requested to inspect those items covered in the guidelines in Appendix 8 of “Governance and Accountability in Local Councils in England and Wales – a Practitioners Guide
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9.  Clerk’s Report 


(116/09) (Cont)

(ii) That suspected fraud should be reported to the Clerk unless it is believed that the Clerk was involved in which case the auditor should report to the Mayor.

   (b)    Independence

Resolved: (i)That HW Chartered Accountants who are totally independent of the Town Council and have no other role within it should be reappointed as the Town Council’s Internal Auditors. 

(ii) That the Audit reports should continue to include the areas inspected and the outcome, whether or not any matters for correction had been identified. 
 (c)    Competence

Resolved: That Town Council should note that HW Chartered Accountants are fully qualified and competent to undertake the Internal Audit and have had previous experience in auditing local councils.

(d)   Relationships
Resolved: That Town Council continues to follow its established procedure with regard to the following:

(i) Officers of the council should be consulted on the content of the audit plan and all concerned should agree this beforehand.

(ii) Responsibilities for officers and internal audit should be defined in relation to risk management, internal control and fraud and corruption matters.  These will be set out in job descriptions, policies and auditors’ engagement letter.

(iii) Council has a duty to consider the annual internal audit report and demonstrate that consideration by inclusion in the minutes.  Each item mentioned in the report should be fully addressed.
    (e) Audit Planning and Reporting

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to the Internal Auditor, asking that the list of controls previously mentioned be used by them in order to ensure that the recommended items are covered in the course of their two visits each year.
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9.  Clerk’s Report 



(116/09) (Cont)

· Statement of Assurance
Resolved: That Audit Committee complete a checklist of the assurance needed in order to allow Council to complete the Statement of Assurance with complete confidence.
· Year End Checklist
Resolved: That Audit Committee complete a final checklist of items demonstrating the completeness of the Town Council’s annual accounting and reporting cycle.

9.5 Highways Town and Parish Council Annual Satisfaction Survey 2010
Resolved: That Members should be requested to complete a copy of the survey and return it to Cllr Gale to compile.

*11. Confidential Item    (117/09)
(a) To receive a verbal report from the Mayor on a confidential matter.

(b) To receive and consider the Clerk’s report on the street lighting maintenance contract.

12. Press Release

Resolved: That a Press Release be issued with regard to the fact that the Town Council is supporting the resident’s requests for the removal of the wall in the “Mushroom”
*Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1 & 6) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority” and “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
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